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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) A method of auditing an integrated prevalidation and 
ord e ring s yst e m in which service orders are placed by an inter exchange carrier with a 
local exchange carrier comprising: 

obtaining prevalidation responses in response to prevalidation requests and 
service order acknowledgments in response to generation of a service ord e r orders eft 
said int e grat e d r e validation and ord e ring system ; 

g e n e rating a fil e of storing said prevalidation responses and service order 
acknowledgments for each service order that has a rejected acknowledgment and an 
accepted prevalidation response; and 

using said fil e the stored prevalidation responses and service order 
acknowledgements to audit charges incurred by said inter exchange carrier for said 
service orders. 

2-9. (canceled) 

10. (new) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
comparing each prevalidation request with the stored accepted prevalidation 
responses; 

generating a rejection signal when a prevalidation request conflicts with an 
accepted prevalidation response; and 
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preventing submission of a service order associated with a conflict upon receipt of 
the rejection signal. 

11. (new) The method of claim 10, wherein the generating a rejection signal 
comprises generating the rejection signal when a prevalidation request includes a circuit 
channel that corresponds to a circuit channel associated with an accepted prevalidation 
response. 

12. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein the obtaining prevalidation responses 
comprises: 

receiving at least one electronic form providing data associated with generating a 
service order, and 

prevalidating the data on the at least one form. 

13. (new) The method of claim 12, wherein the prevalidating includes: 
sending the data associated with generating a service order to the local exchange 

carrier, and 

receiving a response from the local exchange carrier. 

14. (new) The method of claim 1 wherein the storing comprises: 

attaching purchase order numbers to the service order acknowledgements and the 
prevalidation responses to assist in auditing charges incurred by the inter exchange 
carrier. 
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15. (new) A system for generating service orders, comprising: 
a prevalidation system configured to: 

generate a prevalidation request, 

transmit the prevalidation request to a local exchange carrier, and 
receive a prevalidation response from the local exchange carrier in 
response to the prevalidation request, the prevalidation response indicating at least one of 
the prevalidation request was accepted and more information is required; and 

an ordering system coupled to the prevalidation system, the ordering system 
configured to: 

receive information from the prevalidation system when the prevalidation 
response indicates that the prevalidation request was accepted, 

generate a service order using the received information, 

transmit the service order to the local exchange carrier, and 

receive a service order acknowledgement from the local exchange carrier. 

16. (new) The system of claim 15, wherein the ordering system is further 
configured to: 

store prevalidation responses and service order acknowledgments, and 
audit charges incurred by the inter exchange carrier using the stored prevalidation 
responses and service order acknowledgements. 

17. (new) The system of claim 15, wherein the ordering system is further 
configured to: 
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generate a file of prevalidation responses representing prevalidation requests that 
were accepted by the local exchange carrier and service order acknowledgements 
representing service orders that were rejected by the local exchange carrier. 

18. (new) The system of claim 17, wherein the inter exchange carrier is further 
configured to: 

generate an audit report using the file. 

19. (new) The system of claim 17, wherein the ordering system further 
comprises: 

a storage device for storing the file. 

20. (new) The system of claim 15, wherein the prevalidation system comprises: 
an object request broker that is coupled to the ordering system, 

a first gateway coupled to the object request broker, and 
a second gateway coupled to the local exchange carrier. 

21. (new) The system of claim 15, wherein the prevalidation system is further 
configured to: 

generate metric information regarding operation of the prevalidation system and 
the ordering system. 

22. (new) The system of claim 15, wherein the ordering system comprises: 



5 



Application Serial No. 10/677,270 
Attorney Docket No. COS-99-074C1 

ordering system software for interfacing with the local exchange carrier to place 
service orders, and 

translation software that enables communication between the ordering system and 
the prevalidation system. 

23. (new) The system of claim 15, wherein the service order represents an access 
service request. 

24. (new) A method for auditing service orders by a carrier, comprising: 
sending prevalidation requests associated with service orders to a local exchange 

carrier; 

receiving prevalidation responses from the local exchange carrier in response to 
the prevalidation requests; 

sending service orders to the local exchange carrier based on the prevalidation 
responses; 

receiving service order acknowledgments from the local exchange carrier in 
response to the service orders; and 

identifying service orders whose service order acknowledgments represent 
rejections and whose corresponding prevalidation responses represent acceptances. 

25. (new) The method of claim 24, further comprising: 

auditing charges from the local exchange carrier using the identified service 

orders. 
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26. (new) The method of claim 24, further comprising: 
determining which service orders in the identified service orders should be 
corrected and re-sent to the local exchange carrier. 



27. (new) The method of claim 24, further comprising: 
storing prevalidation responses from the local exchange carrier that include 
acceptances; 

comparing prevalidation requests with the stored prevalidation responses; and 
preventing transmission of a service order that includes a resource associated with 
an accepted prevalidation response. 
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